Does the HIPAA Privacy Rule allow a health care
provider to disclose protected health information
(PHI) about a student to a school nurse or
physician?

Yes. The HIPAA Privacy Rule allows covered health care providers to disclose PHI about
students to school nurses, physicians, or other health care providers for treatment purposes,
without the authorization of the student or student’s parent. For example, a student’s primary
care physician may discuss the student’s medication and other health care needs with a school
nurse who will administer the student’s medication and provide care to the student while the
student is at school. In addition, a covered health care provider may disclose proof of a
student's immunizations directly to a school nurse or other person designated by the school to
receive immunization records if the school is required by State or other law to have such proof
prior to admitting the student, and a parent, guardian, or other person acting in loco parentis has
agreed to the disclosure. See 45 CFR 164.512(b)(1)(vi).

https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/fag/517/does-hipaa-allow-a-health-care-provider-
to-disclose-information-to-a-school-nurse/index.html

45 CFR 164.512(b)(1)(vi): https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/164.512

https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Data-Sharing-Guidance-for-School-
Nurses-with-Appendices-1-23-2020.pdf

This resource was created for CO but has alot of wonderful information also:
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/healthandwellness/download/nurdocu
mentationrecordkeepingconfidentiality.pdf

As noted, the clarification of specific "treatment" plans or orders DOES NOT require a release
per HIPAA or FERPA. If the discussion goes beyond treatment (or side effects, adherence,
other medication issues related to the order), it is probably wise to get a parental release. If
there is a standard form that you do use for this, please share a copy of the blank form with the
pediatric practices so they know to PREPARE the family for signing appropriate forms or even
help you get the signatures when the order is sent.
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